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Zehru Nissa
Stinagar, Apr 27

With just a week to
i RO for the UG NEET
o | exam date, thou.
¥ ‘ sands of MBBS aspi-

rants in J&K have
hinged their hopes
on the increase of

a7 MBBS seats in J&K
Government Medical Colleges. The

much sought after addition they feel,
may bolster their chances of Eel&c-
tion here, J&K Minister of Health
and Medical Education, Sakina Itoo
said efforts had been put in place to
satisty the varfous criteria mandated
by National Medical Commission.
1too, while speaking to Greater
Kashmir said that concerted efforts
were in place to improve the faculty
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centre advertisements

JEE result controversy puts
spotlight on guidelines for coaching

Purpose of guidelines is to protect

consumers from misleading advertisements

In coaching sector’'

Syed Rizwan Geelani
Srinagar, Apr 27

The recent controversy revoly-
ing around the JEE score of a girl
from central Kashmir's Budgam
district has put a spotlight on the
government guidelines issued
for advertisements made by the
coaching centres, As already
reported by this newspaper, the
Central Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) last vear
sought public comments on
draft guidelines for prevention
of misleading advertisements
in the coaching sector.

The initiative was taken
amid various misleading adver-
tisements made by the propri-
etors of the coaching centres to
lure students for their admis-
sions, Last Saturday, after the
Natlonal Testing Agency (NTA)
declared the result of the JEE
Mains-2025 exams, a video of
a girl from central Kashmir
hit social media wherein she
claimed to have scored 99 per-
centile marks in the examina-

scored only 73 percentile marks.
In wake of this, the candi-
date took to social media and
attributed it to a "technical
glitch" she faced while surfing
the official website of NTA. "I
request the media not to give
this issue any hype as I am
really facing a tough situation.
[ have mailed my grievance to
the NTA and I am waiting for
their response because I down-
loaded my scorecard from their
website after following the reg-
uisite process," the girl said,
However, as the news about this
particular result went viral, fin-
gers were raised on the owners
of the coaching centre with
stakeholders alleging them of
forging the scorecard to lure
students for admissions. The
allegations were raised as the
proprietors of the coaching
centre also released a video in
which they claimed that the girl
who obtained a 99 percentile
score in JEE was their student.
Besides this video, a few people
running social media pages also
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availability, libraries, laboratories
and class rooms as per the require:
ments of NMC. She said the Health
and Medical Education Department
as well as the administrations of these
medical colleges had been directed
to take proactive steps and ensure
that Letter of Permission is granted
by NMC. “We are positive we will
be able to get a nod for 50 additional
seats in each of the nine government
medical colleges of J&K,” she said.
The NEET UG Exam is scheduled for
May 4 this year, the final selections
scheduled a couple of months ahead
following rounds of counseling and
other procedures. There are a total
of 1839, including those in AIIMS
Jammu and ASCOMS Jammu, a
private medical college. Of these,
o0 percent are pooled into All India
Quota, while 4 percent is reserved

Auqib Salam
Srinagar, Apr 27

ment in Kashmir has taken
a hit, Valley’s trekking trails
in the aftermath of the Pahal-
gam attack are witnessing an
eerie silence as well, while
tourism stakeholders say
trekking had gained huge
popularity over the last few
yvears. Amid lack of interest
among adventure seekers,
stakeholders are hopeful
that trend of cancelled book-
ings does not last too long.
Trekking operators say that
the peak season of trekking,
was round the corner but has
been hit by uncertainty now.
“May used to be a month of
sightseeing for my guests, and
there were several bookings
that I was looking forward
to before the start of peak
trekking to the meadows and
great alpine lakes of Kashmir.
We have profound memories
with our guests from across
the country and from for-
eign countries, and now we
are very uncertain about
the future,” Shahid Ahmad,
an adventure tour operator
said. Shahid, who also runs

As the adventure tourism seg-

Creater Kashmir

for aspirants from UT of Ladakh. The
remaining seats are divided between
various categories. Many aspirants
have volced their angulsh that the
geats avallable in the unreserved pool
are too little and leave a huge number
of meritorious candidates out,
The gross shortage of faculty that
remains unaddressed in various
medical colleges of J&K may dash the
hopes of MBBS asplirants to secure a
seat in one of the Government Medi-
cal Colleges here. According to the
administration of some medical col-
leges, there is an unfulfilled pre-req-
uisite for seeking seat increase - the
adequate number of faculty members
in various departments. Over the past
few vears scores of positions in each of
the older medical colleges of Jammu
and Srinagar have fallen vacant due
to superannuation, However, these
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Kashmir

lets that rent and sell equip-
ment related to trekking

| 1week before UG NEET exam, J&K aspirants
hinge hopes on 450 additional seats
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Students urge Grovt to take proacave steps to fulfill requisite criteria; Positive that we will get the seats: Sakina [to(

ons have not been filled, Many
positions have been referred to J&K
Public Service Commission, they
gald, adding that many more are yet
in the process of getting referred,

In March this year, J&K Govern-
ment acknowledged that more than
50 faculty positions In GMC Rajourl
were vacant, “Out of 119 faculty posi-
tions, 65 are filled while the remain-
ing have been referred to J&K Public
Services Commission”, the Govern-
ment said in an answer to a question,
The commission is yet to advertise
the posts. For many other new medi-
cal colleges, like Doda, Handwara
and Udhampur, similar issues per-
gisted. For SKIMS Medical Colleges
Hospital, faculty and overall infra-
structure deficits were major 1ssues
that needed immediate redress, the
faculty of these medical colleges said.

posit

Adventure tourism stakeholders recollect
trekkers’ tryst with
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for adventure tourism. We
had a great understanding
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N PAHALGAM ATTAC

Tahir Nadeem Khan Yusafzal
Bhadarwah, Apr 27

Remaining out of bound for
visitors in the aftermath of
Pahalgam attack for 4 days,
much to the relief of locals and
delight for the tourists, famous
high altitude destinations of
Bhadarwah valley - Guldanda
and Chattargalla located on
Bhadarwah-Pathankot high-
way were reopened for vistors
today. In an effort to win back
the confidence of visitors,
District administration Doda
after enhancing the security
grid along all the high altitude
tourist destinations of Bha-
darwah valley has provided
foolproof safety for the tour-

tourist destinat
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provide jobs to hundreds of
locals, district administra-
tion Doda has enhanced and
sef up new security pick-

ets to win back the faith of

tion. Following this revelation,
the social media was flooded
with her videos wherein she
was seen giving credit to the
coaching centre she was taki ng
coaching for the national level
competitive exams. Soon after
her revelation, her parents
besides other relatives also
Joined her celebration as well.
However, the celebration and
happiness proved to be short
lived for the girl and her family
as 1t was revealed that the girl

released their videos and tried
{0 promote the success story
of the coaching centre. Such
instances were seen as giving
undue promotion to the par-
ticular coaching centre. How-
ever, the owner of the coaching
centre while talking to Greater
Kashmir said that they asked
the girl to produce the score
card after her video went viral
on social media wherein she
claimed to be a topper.
Full Text On: www.greaterkashmir.com

Gulmarg Ski Club, has guided
Russian, Ukrainian, Indian,
Malaysian, and adventure
tourists from across the globe.
He says that his guests were
always taken aback by the
hospitality and kind nature of
Kashmiris. “For now there is
total uncertainty,” he added.
In addition to those who were
engaged in trekking and other
tourism adventures, many
operators in Kashmir had
invested heavily in their out-
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| Appointment of Deputy Medical Superintendents in GMCs

Tribunal ‘smells rat’, says intentional delay,

GK Legal Correspondent
Srinagar, Apr 27

The Central Administrative Tribu-
nal (CAT) in Srinagar has held that
there appeared to be an apparent
intentional official delay in a case
challenging the selection for the
post of Deputy Medical Superinten-
dent (DMS) in GMCs of Srinagar
and Jammu, even as it said the
court “smells a rat for this delay”.
A division bench comprising M
S Latif Member (J) and Prasant
Kumar Member (A) observed as
“absolute lethargy" on part of the
authorities not to file compliance
on whether working as ‘Causal-
ity Medical Officer’ would include
running a hospital' which makes
eligible a candidate for the post of
Deputy Medical Superintendent in
GMC Srinagar and Jammu.

The court made the observa-
tion after it noted that its earlier
directions besides the one issued
on March 12 this year to J&K's
Commissioner Secretary, General
Adminlstration Department (GAD)
and Commissioner Secretary, Health
and Medical Education Department
were not complied with in terms of
the order passed on 05-11-2024 by the
Tribunal, The direction was also not
Complied- with, by the Secretary PSC
as nodal officer, 1t said.

These authorities were required
to submit a report within 10 days as
0 whether working as ‘Causality
Medical Officer’ would include ‘run-
ning a hospital' which makes a can:
didate oligible for the post of DMC in
GMOC Srinngar and Jammu. .

“We are pained to come across
the attitude of the puthorities and
Wo are not hesitant in expressing,
ONce again, that there appears to
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be an intentional delay in the case
reaching to a logical and lawful end.

This case is a glaring example of

absolute official lethargy and non
compliance, given the emergency,
as hospitals are running vacant
without Deputy Medical Superin:
tendents”, the tribunal said.

In its apparent dismay oven the
authorities’ dilatory approach, the
court said there should have been
an endeavor by the authorities
to accord proper assistance with
utmost diligence and promptitude.
Miffed over the non compliance
of directions since November 11
when it ordered the constitution of
an expert panel to find out whether
working as ‘Causality Medi-
cal Officer’ would include
‘running a hospital’,
the court said: “.... it
appears that none of
the orders passed by '
the court have been
complied with, Delay
in disposal of the case
18 squarely attributable
to the respondents as they
have not complied with the direc.
tions (passed), which has made this
courttosmell arat,” the bench said.
While the court observed that the

'PSC ag a premier Institution fs gup-
poged to know that employment s
a national wealth and there should

“not be any sort of patronage, favorit.

ism, bias or creating a monopoly in
this national wealth, it sald:
“Selection based on merit 1s uni.

versally accepted as a gateway to

public service and every candidato
participating in a recruitment process
has o legitimate expectation that the
process of selection will be fuir and
non arbitrary and the ethos of consti-
tutional safeguards will be upheld",
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On November 5, last year the tri-
bunal had directed JK PSC's secre-
tary to constitute the Committee of
experts comprising director SKIMS,
Principles of Government Medical
Colleges Srinagar andJammu, Sec-
retary Health and Medical Educa-
tion or any of his representatives
not below the rank of special Secre-
tary or any other expert which the
Secretary PSC chooses, to facilitate
in answering the query,

On March 12, this year, the PSC
informed the tribunal that it did
not have a mandate to constitute
the committee sayin gonly the GAD
was competent to constitute such
d committee, In the wake of this,

the tribunal had observed
that given the emergency

Involved in the matter,

the PSC could have

taken up the matter

with the GAD of its

own or could have, at

least, approached court

through an application

seeking modification of
the order,

Subsequently, the tribunal
directed Commissioner Secretary
GAD and Commissioner Secre-
tary, Health and Medical Iiduca-
tion Department to file within 10
days compliance with regard to
the constitution of the commit
tee. The Court observed that the
matter came up for consideration
again on April 7, the Government
Advocate wag directed to Inform
the Commissgioner Secretary,
GAD, regarding the complinnce of
the order passed by the court on
March 12 with further direction
o ensure that the officer would

remain prosent before court on
the next date of hoaring,
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and other adventure tour-
iIsm. Farhan Sangeen, who
runs “Hook And Hike”, and
also collaborates with other
tour operators for trekking
tours, says: “In March, I
had collaborated and organ-
ised a short trekking trip
to Dumail in the Ganderbal
district. The season had just
picked up, and we had great
expectations following the
tourist flow, I also have an
outlet where I sell and rent
the equipment and vehicles

official lethargy prolongs decision

and bond with our tourists,

Sangeen said.

The operators said that
with one tour operator. |
dozens of people were bene-
fiting directly and indirectly, |
They said from poneywallas, |
trekking guides, drivers,
chefs to small shopkeepers, |
everyone used to earn, They
sald that as they grieved for
the loss of life, they feel that
their bond of love with tour-
ists has been dented.

The Court further observed that
ordinarily, the Additional Secretary,
GAD, as was ordered, should have |
been present but it was Waseem
Ahmad , Deputy Secretary Law,
GAD, who caused his presence.

“This court is not recognizing his
presence as he was not ordered to be
present before the court. Presence of
an officer is sought so that a case is |
decided expeditiously as every indj. |
vidual has a right of Speedy justice,
as such presence of the above officer |
was of no use and his presence is
marked by the court as a mere for-
mality with no fruitful purpose”

The Court also observed that the
Secretary PSC without any power |
to delegate, in a CUrsory manner
asked his Assistant Legal I~tnrmreem1 |
brance to just act as a post office and
to.send the orders of the court to the |
secretary, Health & Medical Educa-
tion Department, Srinagar, when
already a copy of the order was sent
to the officer. “We would not like to
comment, at this stage, as to what
prevails between the PSC and other
Departments as regards the instant
case”, the court said. |

The Court observed that it was
::lﬂ wlthl no option but to direct the
Yersonal appearance of Secre i |
PSC & Additional Secretary, (t"]lH}
before it and accordingly umiami 50,
In response to a submission by the
counsel for PSC, the court perm itted
him that the Secretary, PSC mulld
upp?ur through virtual mode.

The court {ssned these diree.
tions in rasponse to Dr Kulbipy's
Plea whose contention is that work. |
Ing as Causality Medical OfMicer
would inelude running a huﬂpﬁul
which s a requirement for the posi
In termea of PSC's advertisemae
notice da il atdie

ted Novemboy 7, 2003,

PIM'Ko eone
4

;

which will be impacted now,” _

*eee

ists and welcomed them again.
Mostly remaining abuzz

with the hustle and bustle of

vistors for most part of the
year, the famous high alti-

tude tourist destinations of

Bhadarwah valley includ-
ing Chattargalla, Guldanda,
Padri, Bhal Padri and Jaie
were reflecting a haunting
look after recent Pahalgam
attack as all these spots were
closed for the visitors after
the attack. To welcome the
tourists again in these high
altitude meadows, which

tourists. Tourists mostly
from Maharashtra, Gujrat,
Rajasthan and UP who were
seen enjoyving the mundane
beauty of the adjoining Gla-
ciers and while enthusiasti-
cally playing with the snow
without any fear said that
they are overwhelmed with
the hospitality of the locals
and the humane attitude of
the Army. "We were a little
apprehensive about visiting
Bhadarwah after Pahalgam
attack, but now we are happy
that we didn't returned back

and came to this beauti-
ful valley,” said Tanushree
Nikus, a tourist from Mah:y
rashtra. "Here we experi-
enced the most humane face
of our army, who beside
providing foolproof secu-
rity, offered us roses on our
arrival here, this so heart-
warming and I will trea-
sure this experience for the
rest of my life," Tanushree
added. According to the data
issued by Bhadarwah depart-
ment Authority, till 3pm on
Sunday, 3700 tourists had
crossed the Nalthi check
post, which is a good sign
keeping in view the secu-
rity concern after Pahalgam

terror attack, added officials. |

Security review held at Gulmarg over crowd
management, security deployment

Trekkers must follow guidelines: SSP Baramulla

Syed Rizwan Geelani
Baramulla, Apr 27

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP) Baramulla Gurin-
derpal Singh on Sunday visited
Gulmarg to review security
scenario in view of tourist foot-
fall in the world famous tourist
destination. Talking to media
persons, SSP Baramulla said
that Gulmarg, being one of the
main tourist attractions wit-
nesses a footfall of around 3,000
to 5,000 people on a daily basis.

"Tourists are coming to
Gulmarg and we provide them
proper security," he said. He

said a huge deployment of Army,
CRPF and Police remains around
Gulmarg but considering the
heightened security concerns,
they have taken a thorough
review of the security concerns.

"As of now, we have not yet
seen any security concerns here,
But in case it does come over
sometime or we are informed of
something, we will be taking care
of all of those loopholes," he said.

He said wherever tourists
are visiting in Gulmarg, they
have armed deployment there
to take care of all contingen-
cies. "Today's review was not
only from the perspective of

Pahalgam but also from the per-
spective of crowd management
Issues, fire emergency as in
case there is an emergency with
regard to the fire incident and
the contingencies they can do."
he said. He said a review was
taken with the perspective of
rescuing tourists in case there
Is electricity shutdown and
tourists get stuck in Gandola.

* "What all'skill sets we need
to give to our personnel, we
have taken a review of all.
More or less, it is satisfactory,
all the forces including Army,
CRPF, JK Police are here.

Full Text On: www.greaterkashmircom
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YOJANA: ONLINE REGISTRATION - ACADEMIC YEAR 2025-26 FOR 10+2

STUDENTS.

Online Registration for Academi
will commence from 01.05.2025
and financial help are given below:

C Session_ 2025-26 under SSS J&K and Ladakh
. The details regarding eligibility criteria, courses
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